February 21, 1990 LB 336, 960, 1019A

M. President, in addition to that, | have a new A bill. (Read
LB 1019A by title for the firsttine. Seepa%eSQS of the
Legislative Journal.) That's all that | have, M. President.
PRESI DENT: We will nove on to LB 960, please.

CLERK: Nr. President, LB 960 was introduced by Senator \ithem.

(Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 4 of this
year, referred to the Education Conmittee. The bil 1 was
advanced to General File. | have no anendnents to the bill,

Nr. President.
PRESI DENT: Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR W TEEN. Members of the body, LB 960 is a bill that, the

Legislature dealt with last year. |t was one of the many pieces
of legislation that was passed in the final days. There was
kind of a massacre over in the Governor's office and where
legislation was that was passed that had A bills that was not
included within the budget, was, in fact, was, in fact, vyetoed.

This bill was one of those. It's been reintroduced. |t deals
with the question of school inprovenent passed in the form of
LB 336 | ast year. It hadwi despread support fromthe school s,

froma ot of parent groups, even some businesses who privately
had not said a whole Iot in support of legislation, of education
legislation, were supportive of this legislation. Some folks
from Col unbus who run businesses there came down and
supported it. We have a letter here fromJack NcCallister, tHe
Chai rman of the Board, and Chief Executive Oificer of US West

| ocated in Denver, Col orado. The t hrust behind school

restructuring, first of all, whenever you see the ord
re’. ..the prefix re in front of any school type of
| egislation you have the assunption that |t deals with
reorgani zation. It has absolutely nothing whatsoever to do with
reorgani zati on of schools. |t has to do with inproving school s.

And the thrust of i mproving schools that's pronoted here in

restructuring is not a top-down, State Departnent of gqucation
and the Legislature passed a whol e bunch of nandates t ac?t %h’e
| ocal schools are forced to conply with. \what the restructuri ng
novenent does is it gets.. .sets the policy of the state to urge

schools to bring about jnprovement in the way in which they
educate kids and ask themall to reevaluate their” gpijities to

educate kids, and it funds a mini num of four nodel progranms in
our state. Actually, it's nore than four, excuse me, it funds
at a $40,000 level those school districts that put together
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